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The Kalisz Society of Friends of Sciences (KTPN, Societas 
Scientiarum ac Litterarum Calisiensis) was established November 14, 
1987. The Society is a regional scientific organization, working towards 
Kalisz and south-east regions of Wielkopolska. The first President of the 
Society was prof. Edward Polanowski; since 1994 this function has been 
held by prof. Krzysztof Walczak. The Society associate more than 150 
members and is the leading scientific publisher in Kalisz, with more than 
160 issued publications considering Kalisz and its region, prepared by its 
members. The Society publishes three scientific journals: „Zeszyty 
Kaliskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciół Nauk”, „Studia Kaliskie : Studia 
Calisiensia” and „Polonia Maior Orientalis”. 

 
Our organization is based on several commitees: the scientific, the 

library, the international and the publishing committee. Also five smaller boards are acting in 
the Society: the board of biographic dictionaries, the board of Kalisz’s bibliography, the board 
of the history of education, the board of national and religious minorities and the board of art 
history and material culture. We also posess a scientific library of 13 000 volumes.  

 
The Society organized over a dozen of symposiums and conferences, including 

international events. We cooperated with many significant partners: Adam Mickiewicz 
University of Poznań, University of Wrocław, The Faculty of Pedagogy and Arts Adam 
Mickiewicz University of Poznań, or with the Kalisz branch of The Polish Society of History.  

 
The Society have also been an active member of the „Patria Polonorum” Society, a Polish 

branch of “The Europa Nostra”, organization promoting preservation of historic monuments.  
 
Some of our Honorary Members are: bibliologist prof. Krzysztof Migoń (University of 

Wrocław, 1998); archeologist prof. Tadeusz Poklewski-Koziełł (Polish Academy of Sciences 
in Łódź, 2002); bibliologist prof. Hanna Tadeusiewicz (University of Łódź, 2004); literary 
researcher prof. Tadeusz Drewnowski (University of Warsaw, 2007); bibliologist prof. Anna 
Żbikowska-Migoń (2011) and historian and educator prof. Dzierżymir Jankowski (2014).  
 
 
The Workshop of Art and Cultural History of the Kalisz Society of Friends of Sciences 
was established in 2012 in Kalisz. The Director since the beginning of its creation has been 
Iwona Barańska.  
 
The Workshop concentrates its work on the histories of architecture, urban planning, arts and 
cultural developments of Kalisz, lecturing and publishing mostly on the nineteenth-twentieth 
Centuries history of this Polish city. Our main initiatives are public lectures (2-3 per year) in 
the KTPN-public meeting room in Kalisz, international conferences held at the Faculty of 
Pedagogy and Arts, Adam Mickiewicz University in Kalisz and publishing of the special 
volumes of “Zeszyty Kaliskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciół Nauk”, a peer-reviewed academic 
journal of KTPN (issues nr 12 and 17 were devoted to art and architectural histories of 
Kalisz).  
 
Our members are art, architecture historians and architects based in the Academia 
(University of Warsaw, University of Wrocław, Faculty of Pedagogy and Arts, Adam 
Mickiewicz University in Kalisz) or Museum (Muzeum Okręgowe Ziemi Kaliskiej):  PHD Iwona 
Barańska, Maciej Błachowicz, PHD Joanna Bruś, Makary Górzyński, Sylwia Pierucka, 
Dominika Płócienniczak, Mateusz Rabiega and Anna Tabaka.   
 
Email: iwonabaranska@poczta.fm 
 

Makary Górzyński 
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History of Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznan dates back to the seventeenth 
century. In place of a former Jesuit College, 
under the royal privilege granted by 
Sigismund III Vasa in 1611, an autonomous 
institution of higher education was brought to 
life. The University in its modern form, but 
under the name Wszechnica Piastowska, 
was established on the initiative of scholars 

gathered in Poznań Society of Friends of Sciences when Poland regained its independence. 
The official inauguration of the first academic year was held on May 7, 1919 - this is the date 
celebrated every year as the official birthday of the university. April 5, 1919 the rector was 
chosen, a physician and social activist, professor Heliodor Święcicki. 
 

Faculty of Pedagogy and Fine Arts in Kalisz is an integral part of the structure of 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan. It is seated in the oldest town in Poland. The current 
shape of the organizational units underwent structural changes over the years, artistic, 
scientific and didactic development. The origins of the Faculty of Pedagogy and Fine Arts in 
Kalisz date back to the mid-eighties the twentieth century – the Centers for Early Learning, 
Art and Musical Education. Today in the structure of the unit function numerous departments 
whose faculties constantly develop scientifically and artistically. 
 

Faculty boasts one of the most modern libraries in Poland, a beautiful auditorium, 
which hosts many concerts, its own art gallery where students and lecturers present their 
works, and constantly modernized infrastructure. Art students are educated here: artistic 
education in the field of music, fine art, as well as the following fields of studies: education, 
protection of cultural heritage, scientific information and library science, Polish philology, and 
English philology with pedagogy. 
 

Three choirs operate in the Faculty, as well as a big band and a number of research 
groups in which students develop their passions, as well as scientific and artistic interests. 
 


